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Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be com-
forted. Moreover, she takes a dozen or more other grass-
hoppers, and having removed some of their superfluous legs
and wings she lays them about their dead and shrouded
fellow. The buzz of the tortured insects and the agitated
motions of their mutilated limbs represent the shrieks and
contortions of the mourners at a funeral. After burying
the deceased grasshopper she leaves the rest to continue
their mourning till death releases them from their pain ; and
having bound up her dishevelled hair she retires from the
grave with the step and carriage of a person plunged in
grief. Thenceforth she looks cheerfully forward to seeing
her children survive her ; for it cannot be that she should
mourn and bury them twice over. Once more, if fortune
has frowned on a man at his birth and penury has marked
him for her own, he can easily eraze the mark in question
by purchasing a couple of cheap pearls, price three halfpence,
and burying them. For who but the rich of this world can
thus afford to fling pearls away ? l

3. Contagious Magic
Contagious       Thus far we have been considering chiefly that branch
JJSktogbyOf sympathetic magic which may be called homoeopathic
contact,    or imitative.     Its leading principle, as   we have seen, is
semblance, that like produces like, or, in other words, that an effect
resembles its cause.     The other great branch  of sympa-
thetic magic, which I have called Contagious Magic, pro-
ceeds upon the notion that things which have once been
conjoined must remain ever afterwards, even when quite
dissevered from each other, in such a sympathetic relation
that whatever is done to the one must similarly affect the
other.2    Thus the logical basis of Contagious Magic, like
that of Homoeopathic Magic, is a mistaken association of
ideas ; its physical basis, if we may speak of such a thing,
1 W. Ellis, History of Madagascar,          * The    principles    of   contagious
L 454 J^. ; Father Abinal, "Astrologie     magic a*e lucidly stated and copiously
Malgache," Missions Catholiques> xi.      illustrated by Mr. E. S. Hartland in
(1879) pp. 432-434* 481-483. . Com-      the second volume of his Legend tf
pare J. B. Piolet, Madagascar et Us      Perseus (London, 189$).
Hovas (Paris, 1895), PP- 72 *f-